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For years it has been the city’s back yard, a place of fridge
mountains, distilleries and scrapyards, but now there’s a fresh
plan to turn this ancient valley back into a green playground.
Oliver Wainwright walks the newly opened Leaway
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for the Lea River Park was first commissioned in 2006, with a budget of
£38m, and intended to be completed
before the Olympics. The meandering linear route, now known as the
Leaway, would connect six new park
spaces, from a thrilling jungle inside
the redundant Twelvetrees gasholders,
to a mound formed by Crossrail tunnelling spoil, inspired by how the summit
of Primrose Hill was created by the
spoil of digging the Regent’s Canal. But
as time went on, the project was sidelined as energies were focused on the
Olympic park. When the original client,
the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation, was axed in 2010 in
the coalition’s bonfire of the quangos,
the money evaporated, along with the
political will to make it happen.
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last month’s Westminster attack. Tim Walker talks to his
neighbours about why they loved their quiet, generous friend
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Leslie Rhodes, 75, died in hospital after being mown down in

